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Dry Sanitation Improvement Programme 
for Zambia (ZASP)

The Challenge of the social change – Experiences fro m Zambia 
Project Coordinator Sari Huuhtanen
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� 11,5 million inhabitants.
� Area: 750 000 km2

� GDP 450 $/ person (Finland ~30600)
� Infant mortality 87 per./ 1000 per. 

(Finland 3/ 1000), life expectancy: 38 (Finland 3/ 1000), life expectancy: 38 
years (Finland 79)

� Labour force- by occupation: 
agriculture (85 % of workers), 
industry (6 %), services (9 %); 
unemployment rate 50 %
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� Project duration: 2006-2011
� Financing: Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland (85 %) and Global 

Dry Toilet Association of Finland (15 %), Budget ~ 60 000€/ year
� Project area: Kaloko, Masaiti District, Zambia (26 000 ha)
� App. 10 000 inhabitants (11 communities)
� 3 big schools, several smaller community schools, training centre and � 3 big schools, several smaller community schools, training centre and 

clinic 
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� Improve health and hygiene in the area by preventing 

pathogens from toilet waste from spreading to the environment
� Improve schooling possibilities by building up toilets to the 

schools
� Improve equality by ensuring girls toilets and hygiene facilities in 

schools 
� Closing the loop of nutrients by using toilet waste as free � Closing the loop of nutrients by using toilet waste as free 

fertilizers in the gardens and fields thus improving the food 
secure

� Strengthening of the local economic activity (cash crops, making 
of toilet parts and buildings)

� Encourage people to start to built there own private toilets and 
improve their water and sanitation conditions and hygiene 

� Making simple procedure model for sanitation projects, so the 
experiences of the project can be utilized
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� 2/3 of inhabitants are using open, 

unprotected shallow wells and rivers 
as their water source. Only few 
boreholes in the area. 

� 90 % use pit toilets, 4 % are using 
VIP-toilets  

� In schools and other public places, 
too few toilets and also their quality is too few toilets and also their quality is 
bad. In some schools no toilets at all.

� Usually no hand washing possibilities  



������
���������
�
���
� Baseline study (2006) 
� Simple bacteriological research from 11 water sources 
� Hygiene education (2007-
� Toilet construction, UD Dry toilet (2007-
� Capacity building (2007-
� Promoting gardening (2008-
� Boreholes (2009-� Boreholes (2009-
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� People were sceptical towards dry toilets, concept wasn’t familiar to 

most of the people
� Local believes and cultural issues (e.g. “eating of toilet waste”, 

witchcraft)
� Community participation was low at first
� Weak leadership in communities 
� Poor relationship between community people and local co-operation � Poor relationship between community people and local co-operation 

partner
� Local partners inability to deal project administration (lack of 

experience)
� Public toilet type too expensive for private households
� Maintenance of the toilets
� TRANSPORT and roads !!! 
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� To make people to understand and accept the concept LOTS of 

education of hygiene, maintenance of toilets, use of toilet compost 
and urine was needed; drama was used as a tool for education

� Understand the importance of key stakeholders and change agents
� Forming village sanitation clubs �  members “leaded the way” �  

capacity building and leadership skills
� Test field and demonstration plots of sanitation clubs 
� More interaction between local co-operation partner and village 

people,  open discussion channels
� Employ local coordinator
� Co-operation with local clinic and schools, putting resources together 

(e.g. hygiene education session during the village under five clinic 
� transport) 

� Low cost model was planned and introduced 
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� A sanitation development project in 

rural Zambia; management, 
recommendations and instructions 
(Ville Juusela)

� Evaluation of Urine as Fertilizer on 
Maize and Cabbage Production in 
Kaloko Village, Zambia (Antti Hannila)

� Survey and recommendations on 

Contact information:

Project Coordinator
Sari Huuhtanen 
� e-mail: 

sambia@huussi.net
� tel: + 358 500 953357� Survey and recommendations on 

Zambian dry sanitation improvement 
programme (Toni Paju)

� Towards a common goal. The 
challenges of the sanitation sector in 
Zambia (Mia O’Neill)

� Evaluation and workshops reports  
� Instruction materials for construction, 

hygiene education etc. 

� tel: + 358 500 953357
� www.huussi.net
� www.drytoilet.org

� New Publication: 
Experiences of dry 
sanitation in Southern 
Africa 
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